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Our Team

Pl: Virginia Hatfield

Lead Researcher: Natalia Tatarenkova

NPS lead: Evguenia Anichtchenko

Exhibit curator: Ray Hudson

Project team:

Moses Dirks, Crystal Dushkin, Sally Swetzof,
Denis O’Hearn, Michael Livingston, Rachel

Mason, Risa Causey, Viktoria Chilcote,
Thomas McLenigan

Washington, DC Office of International
Affairs: Linda Bennett and Rudy D’Alessandro




Chukchi Sea
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CROSS ON THE ORIGINAL BURIAL PLACGE
US BERING

Com man de r Bay; St. Peter’s crew camping site and graves of Captain Vitus
Ber| ng Island Bering and several of his crew members
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Commander Islands 1827:
17 Russians

13 Creole men

35 Creole women

24 “Aleut” men

21 “Aleut” women

Burdokovsky,
Golodovy,
Nevzoroy,
Berezin,
Pankov,
Zaikov,
Aksenov,

Sinitsin,

Snegirev and others













Project objectives:

* increase knowledge about historic connections
and family ties between the people of the
Commander Islands and Indigenous
communities of the Aleutian Islands

* tore-energize these connections

e and to create engaging and lasting resources
and mechanisms for preserving, sharing, and
expanding this important cultural knowledge.
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Research: Smithsonian
Institution and Library of
Congress in Washington DC,
archival collections in

Alaska
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Unalaska outreach, May 2023
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Community outreach Anchorage, May 2023




FAMILY
MOSAICS:

FAR. CLOSE. RELATED.

About 110 miles east of Kamchatka and 200 miles west

of Attu, the Commander Islands were put on the map by
Russlan seamen In the 18th century. The Russian-American
Company established Unangak communities on Bering and
Copper Island In the early 19th century just as they did on St.
Paul and St. George In the Pribllof Islands.

Following the 1867 sale of Alaska, Bering and Copper Iskand remained under Russian jurisdiction
while the Aleutian and Pribiiof Islands passed to U.S. control. Distance and different governmen
led to separation between these two Unangak groups. Nevertheless, they hod much in common
Including language, subsistence proctices, religion, economic conditions, and family ties.

This exhibit showcaoses genealogical connections and explores shared histories and cultural
troditions. Bullding on years of research on Bering isiand and throughout Russio, Natalia
Totarenkova recently consulted holdings in Washington, D.C, Anchoroge, and Unalasko. She Is
writing a book that will be invaluable for anyone seeking to better understand the deep family and
historical ties between the Commander, Aleutian, and Pribilof islands.

GEOGRAPHY THE 1867 SALE OF ALASKA

Dogger-shaped Bering Island Is
about 55 miles long and 15 mie wide.
Copper isiand Is about 35 miles long
ond 4 mies wide. The Commander

n 1867 the Russio soid its holdings In Alaska to the
United States. Bering and Copper islands remained
under Russian Jurisdiction. All other Unangak settlements
fell under U.S. control.

Islands are simiiar iIn weather and
topography to the Aleutions.

RUSSIA

Nikoisk! villoge
Tanogin Bering isiand =2

Preabrazhenskoye
Konuyam tandll  Viloge on Copper

EXHIBIT

FIRST RUSSIANS

The first workers stationed on the Commanders were
Russians taken to Copper Island In 1805. The Russian-
American Company, chartered In 1799, recognized
Unangazxas unmatched sea otter hunters and brought
them to the islands. initially, fur seals were of less value
than sea otters, but as sea otter populations declined
the harvesting of fur seals assumed more Importance.
Permanent Unangas settiements on both islands began
In the 1820s with the arrival of families from Atka, Attu,
and other locations where Unangas lived.

The Russian-American Company Initially brought people
from Atka to work In the Pribilor Islands. They were
reploced by Unanga® from the Fox Islands. The transient
population shifted until the 1820s when permanent

villages took root.

Vitus Bering’s ship

St. Paul wrecked on
Bering Island at the
end of his 17741 voyage
to Alaska.

After survivors reached Kamchatka,
subsequent fur-hunting expeditions
used the Commander Islands to
rest and restock their food supplies
before venturing into the Aleutian
iskands In pursult of sea otters, fur
seals, and fox.

Foremost among food sources was
the sea cow, hunted to extinction by
about 1768.

The Pribilof iskands were named
after Gavrill Pribilor after he and

his men chanced upon the islands
In 1786 and 1787. Large northem
fur seal populations drew Russian
hunters from competing companies
until the end of the century when
the Russlan-Americon Comparny
was chartered.

SEA OTTERS AND
FUR SEALS

For the first half of the 19th century, men
hunted sea otters with spears thrown
from atlatls. Later, men hunted at night,
luring males ashore and clubbing or
shooting them. Hunting with nets became
common beginning In the 1870s with

the Introduction of suitable rope and i o
continued Into the 20th century. After e
harvesting fur seals dominated the local economy, men
supplemented thelr Income by hunting sea otters.

By the 1890s sea otters were nearing extinction in the Aleutian islands. However, they continued
to fourtsh around Copper Island, and young men from Bering Island would visit there for this
purpose. An Intemational treaty to protect fur seals and sea otters was signed In 197. The last
seq otter hunting season in the Commander islonds occurred around 1925

Northern fur seals hauled out on the Commander and
Pribilof Islands to breed and give birth. Various conservation
practices were developed by the Russian-American
Company to ensure this resource continued In good health
on both groups of Islands.

After the 1867 sale of Alaskn, the Alaska Commercial Company of
San Frandsco recelved a controct to harvest fur seals in the Pribilor
Islands. A sister company of the ACC contracted with the Russian
government to take fur seals in the Commander islands. Each
company introduced changes In the management of the herds and
In the Bfe-styles of the residents. Each faced challenges from other
nrms and from pelagic hunters who took fur seals on the open seas.

The contracts with ACC and Its sister company ended In 1889 and

1891. The North-American Commercial Company received the

contract in the Priblor Islands for 20 years after which management

of fur seals passed to the U.S. government. A ten-year contoct in

the Commander isiands with the Russian Seal Skin Company was e
followed by similar contracts with private Russian companies until the

Soviet system reached the Islands in the earty 1920s.

S0 chter hustine in the Aleution bknds.
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Genealogical research
Golodof family tree: Bering Island/Unalaska



FAMILY MOSAICS

Family Names

Reaching out to families:

Individuals

Let Us Know here

www.aleutians.org/family




Thank youl!




